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The Progressive Christianity Network Britain 
 

Registered Charity No: 1102164 

Governing Document Constitution adopted 22
nd

 September 2003, and amended 19
th

 January 2004, 12
th

 

November 2005 and 24
th

 October 2009. 

Object of the Charity The advancement of the Christian Religion in such exclusively charitable ways as the 

trustees in their absolute discretion see fit. 

Main activities of  i) To support, promote and network open Christian understanding,  

the Network  both for individuals and for congregations. 

 ii) To be inclusive in its concern for that open understanding, wanting to hold 

together both social and theological concerns, and modern and post modern 

perspectives. 

 iii) To promote a way of living within the wide and rich diversity of church. 

 iv) To engage in discussion and negotiation with denominational leadership from 

within the membership of Christian churches, promoting agendas and 

understanding which are both liberating and radical. 

 v) To develop a visible presence of open Christian congregations and communities. 

Address: C/O 26 High Street, Newnham, Gloucestershire, GL14 1BB 

Bankers: The Co-operative Bank, PO Box 250, Skelmersdale, WN8 6WT 

Independent Examiner Peter Stribblehill 

Trustees for the period of this report: 

Chair John Churcher 

Vice chair: Mary McMahon 

Secretary: Paul Onslow 

Treasurer: Terence Cooper until 1
st

 Sept.  Andrew Burrell from 18
th

 Nov. 

 Adrian Alker 

 Sonya Brown 

 Philip Goodwin 

 Sandra Griffiths  

 Anne Padget (CRC representative) until 7
th

 May and thence Helen Fisher. 

 Angela Smith 

 Richard Tetlow 

 

Scenes from the PCN Conference in Leeds with Dominic Crossan 

 

                                                            

Dominic and Sarah Crossan;      Group discussion among the audience at St Andrew’s CRC     Christine Alker at the PCN desk 
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Chair’s Report on the Network in 2011
I am pleased to report that this has been another 

important year in the development of PCN Britain 

with the number of affiliated groups and individual 

members continuing to increase.  But the year has 

not been without its challenges.   

 

Our Treasurer, Terence Cooper, died on September 

1st. The suddenness of his death was an enormous 

blow not only to his family but also to all who had 

had the privilege of knowing him. Terence was very 

special, not only a very capable Treasurer but also 

had an infectious enthusiasm always exuding deep 

humanity, humility and humour, and all lived out 

within a commitment to orthopraxis rather than to 

orthodoxy of belief. It was also a year of farewells to 

others who have greatly influenced many of us 

within PCN Britain, including Fr. Adrian Smith who 

died in May, still lecturing at the age of 81 on his 

break [to quote him] “with (or perhaps, an advance 

upon) mainstream Church thinking. What impels and 

absorbs me today is to address the interface 

between Christian belief and the emerging new 

consciousness, which is evident world-wide (in Africa 

too), but to a greater extent in the western world”; 

Jim Adams died in September having been the 

original inspiration for an organised ‘progressive 

Christianity’ network and he continued to the end as 

a gentle supporter and encourager; John Hick died in 

February [2012], not only was John an academic and 

writer who communicated in plain English but he 

was also highly respected for his commitment to civil 

rights and inter-faith/inter-race relations. These 

were visionary people who encouraged and inspired 

all who knew them or their work.  

 

 
The Glasgow audience gathers to hear Bishop Jack Spong 

 

One of the strategic developments over recent years 

has been the encouragement of groups affiliated to 

PCN to stage special events.  Last year saw 

conferences and seminars of varying sizes organised 

by groups in Driffield, Glasgow, Kendal and Stoke.  

The largest was in Glasgow where the two affiliated 

groups invited Bishop Jack Spong to visit the city 

over four days.  Sadly for progressive Christians, Jack 

has finally retired from his international speaking 

tours – his presence will be greatly missed.    

 

John Dominic Crossan was the speaker at the 

September conference in Leeds. This was a time of 

great encouragement and one of the statements 

that has stayed with me ever since was Dom’s 

blessing at the end of the Sunday morning service: 

“Go in the justice of God and peace will take care of 

itself.” 

 

 
Taking notes at the Dominic Crossan conference in Leeds 

 

The annual residential weekend for members took 

place again at St Deiniol’s in November.  I had the 

privilege of leading as we explored together Karen 

Armstrong’s magnificent book ‘The Case for God’.    

 

The work of PCN benefits hugely from volunteers 

and subcommittees who work away behind the 

scenes.  Last year, they managed the Leeds 

conference, the Greenbelt stall and the DVD library.  

Work also started on a website redesign, a 

progressive liturgy project and a new set of 

guidelines for affiliated groups.   

  

 
Sonya Brown at PCN's Greenbelt  stall at Cheltenham 
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Helen Fisher joined the Management Committee at 

the last AGM; she is the link with our sister 

organisation the Centre for Radical Christianity.  

Andrew Burrell, with a background in business and 

charity work, was co-opted as the new treasurer in 

the autumn.  I pay tribute to his tenacity in coming 

to grips with his new job without the benefit of the 

usual handover.  Since then we have been joined by 

three other specialist volunteers: Michael Wright as 

media officer, Dave Coaker as assistant web 

manager and Harvey Rae as legal adviser.  To all, our 

sincere thanks. 

 

2011 was a year for consultation with members 

about our future direction, something we do every 

three years.  It began with a seminar after our AGM 

called “Where does progressive Christianity go from 

here” and continued with a membership-wide 

consultation in September.  The result is a new 

Strategic Plan to guide us through to 2014 [details 

are on the website].   One initiative to emerge is the 

search for new ways in which PCN can connect with 

existing church communities.  The first fruit will be 

seen later this year when we will launch a new 

leaflet aimed at churches, encouraging them to 

engage with a progressive understanding of 

Christianity.   We reaffirmed our commitment to 

work with partner organisations and I am pleased to 

report that we are actively involved in two joint 

projects; one is our participation in Together in Hope 

publications which has published four study guides 

to date and the other is the creation of a new 

progressive Christian area for the 2012 Greenbelt 

Festival.    

 

PCN remains committed to resourcing individual 

members and the affiliated groups network.  We  

have increased both the number of DVDs in the 

library and the number of books and recordings on 

sale in our online shop.  You will soon notice 

developments in the presentation of the Newsletter.    

Keeping the membership informed of what is 

happening has been a major part of my commitment 

as Chair, hence my regular updates following 

meetings of the Management Committee. I also 

believe consultation with members should play an 

ongoing role in Management Committee decisions. 

A consultation with all members concerning the 

Government’s proposals on same sex marriage will 

be launched immediately after the AGM this year.  

The responses will be analysed and, if there is 

sufficient consensus, a contribution to the Home 

Office consultation will be submitted on behalf of 

PCN Britain.  

I express my thanks to all the Trustees for their 

continued hard work and commitment to PCN 

Britain. I especially thank Mary McMahon who, 

having completed her second term as a member of 

the Management Committee not only steps down 

but relinquishes her role as Vice-Chair. Mary has 

played a significant part in the progress of PCN 

Britain. She has not only supported me effectively 

but has made a major contribution to the 

development of PCN Britain in Scotland. We will 

miss Mary’s cheerful involvement in the work of the 

Management Committee.  I am also extremely 

grateful to Andy Vivian who has been pivotal in the 

administration and development of the work, 

supporting the Management Committee as well as 

being the major point of contact for members and 

enquirers.  Finally, I thank all PCN Britain members 

for your continued support for PCN Britain and for 

your commitment to progressive Christianity. 

John Churcher, May 2012 

 
Jess Lee, PCN's DVD librarian with Andy Vivian, PCN's administrator, at the 2011 AGM in London 
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Financial Report  
- For year ended 31

st
 December 2011 

 
1 In accordance with the approach permitted by the Charity Commission for a body of PCNB’s gross income 

the accounts are kept and reported on a receipts and payments basis, that is there are no accruals. 

2 The report presented in this document is in the format presented to the Management Committee at each 

meeting. In particular it nets out account lines where there are both receipts and payments. This makes it easy 

to interpret the figures. The format submitted to the Charity Commission is in one recommended by them 

where all receipts and all expenditures are aggregated together. The Charity Commission provides a form for 

this (CC16a). This version may be seen on application to the Treasurer.  

3 The accounts for 2011 have been subject to Independent Examination by Andrew Wright, who, following 

consultation with Peter Stribblehill, was appointed to this role by the Officers on 10th May 2012. Both formats 

mentioned above have been examined by the Independent Examiner. His certificate is below. 

4 The accounts show a small deficit at the end of the year. It is important to note that expenditure on 

events is greater than income; this is largely to be attributed to the investment in events in 2011 by PCN to run 

and support a high number of conferences which is totally in line with PCN’s strategy. This is seen as an 

essential component to the Mission of PCN Britain. 

5 PCNB operates the following three accounts: 

a) A current account, with cheque and online banking facilities, with the Co-operative Bank; 

b) A savings account with CCLA who are specialists in investment management for charities, faith 

organisations, and local authorities; 

c) A PayPal account for the receipt of payments in online transactions. 

6 Because PCNB does not have, nor want, a business credit card, charges which must be received by credit 

card (eg web hosting charges, Event Wax ticketing charges) are made against the Treasurer’s or Administrator’s 

personal credit card. They then seek reimbursement from PCNB. 

7 During 2011 the PCNB Committee continued to take on accounting for the Joint Publications Project. For 

this purpose a restricted fund was established as shown in the accounts. This was necessary in order to avoid 

cross-subsidy between the Project and the PCNB General Fund. 

8 There were no Gift Aid tax refunds for 2010 as they were not claimed.  These will be processed in 2012 

accounts along with 2011 Gift Aid.  

9 The members of the Management Committee did not receive any remuneration; expenditure on 

committee related expenses in 2011 was £2,806. 

Andrew Burrell 

Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 
Independent examiner's report on the accounts 

follows on next page 
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           Section A                        Independent Examiner’s Report 
 

 

Report to the trustees/ 

members of 

 

Progressive Christianity Network Britain 

  

On accounts for the year 

ended 

31
st
 Dec. 2011 Charity no 

(if any) 

1102164 

  

Set out on pages Seven and Eight of this report 
(remember  to include the page numbers of additional sheets) 

  

Respective responsibilities of 

trustees and examiner 

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity’s 

trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of the Charities 

Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.   

It is my responsibility to:  

• examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act,  

• to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity 

Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and  

• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 

Basis of independent 

examiner’s statement 

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity 

Commission.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the 

charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It also includes 

consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations 

from the trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide 

all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as 

to whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair’ view and the report is limited to those 

matters set out in the statement below. 

Independent 

examiner's statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention which gives me 

reasonable cause to believe that in, any material respect, the requirements: 

• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; and  

• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the 

accounting requirements of the Charities Act 

have not been met; or 

1. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 

understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 

 

Signed: 

 

Date: May 14 2012 

  

Name: Andrew Wright 

  

Relevant professional qualification(s) 

or body (if any): 
N/A 

  

Address: Courtyard Gallery 

 36, Boroughgate, Appleby-in-Westmorland, Cumbria, CA16 6HT 

 

Section B                           Disclosure  

 Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight material problems. 
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PCNB RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 

Headings  2011 Receipts 2011 Payments  £    2,011.00   £    2,010.00  

 Interest   £                 67.55     £          67.55   £          58.88  

 Coop Bank   £                 17.50       

 CCLA   £                 50.05       

 Gift Aid *   £                        -       £                 -     £        685.24  

 Events   £         16,495.03  -£       18,210.35  -£   1,715.32   £          22.44  

 AGM   £                        -    -£         1,079.27      

 Crossan   £           6,455.89  -£         5,735.91      

 Greenbelt   £               110.30  -£         1,568.66      

 Spong   £           5,003.84  -£         5,034.32      

 St Deiniols   £           4,925.00  -£         4,792.19      

 JPP Total  £           3,006.72  -£         2,898.76   £        107.96   £    1,490.53  

 Other costs   -£             178.34      

 Publications   £           3,006.72  -£         2,720.42      

 Book Sales   £           3,006.72       

 Printing   -£         2,720.42      

 Membership & Donations 2011   £         19,300.65  -£             320.00   £  18,980.65   £  15,233.72  

 Membership   £         14,502.23  -£             320.00      

 Refund   -£             320.00      

 Subscription   £         14,502.23       

 Donations   £               486.73       

 Donations   £               486.73       

 Membership & Donations 2012   £           4,311.69       

 Subscription   £           4,311.69       

 Operations   £                 33.56  -£       13,762.33  -£ 13,368.77  -£ 17,067.83  

 Committee   -£         2,806.23      

 Accommodation   -£         1,177.47      

 Expenses   -£             559.83      

 Postage   -£               39.03      

 Travel   -£         1,029.90      

 Sundries    £                       -        

 Insurance   £                 33.56  -£             652.13      

 Insurance   £                 33.56  -£             652.13      

 PCNB Office   -£       10,303.97  -£ 10,303.97  -£   9,023.25  

 Admin Expenses   -£             630.18      

 Admin Salary   -£         6,715.67      

 Tax & NI   -£         2,807.62      

 IT Costs   -£             150.50      

 Publications Total  £           2,162.91  -£         6,669.67  -£   4,506.76  -£   1,567.71  

 Newsletter   £                   5.00  -£         2,050.90  -£   2,045.90    

 Publications   £           1,955.41  -£         1,861.42   £          93.99   £        109.76  

 Book Sales   £               482.89  -£         1,124.19      

 CDs   £           1,472.52  -£             296.12      

 Costs   -£             205.00      

 Expenses   -£             155.25      

 Postage   -£               80.86      

 Resources   £               202.50  -£             590.86  -£       388.36  -£       589.50  

 Materials   -£             367.50      

 Rental   £               202.50  -£             223.36      
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Receipts and Payments con’t     

 Website   -£         2,166.49  -£   2,166.49  -£   1,087.97  

 Development   -£         1,816.00      

 Website Fees   -£             350.49      

 Surplus/Deficit for year   £         41,066.42  -£       41,861.11  -£       794.69  -£   2,635.26  

 

JOINT PUBLICATIONS PROJECT FUND (Restricted Fund) 

 2011   2010 

  Receipts Payments   

Balance January 1
st
  £   1,490.53     £                -   

Book Sales  £   3,006.72      

Printing   -£2,720.42    

Other Costs   -£    178.34    

        

Total  £   4,497.25  -£2,898.76    

Surplus / Deficit 2011  £   1,598.49      

Balance at 31 December  £   1,598.49     £   1,490.53  

 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS 

       

Funds 
       

PCNB Fund 2011   2010 

Balance at 1 January  £21,106.78     £22,251.51  

Surplus/Deficit for year -£      794.69    -£  2,635.26  

Balance at 31 December  £20,312.09     £19,616.25  

        

Total Funds  £20,312.09*     £21,106.78  

*Note of this £1,598.49 are restricted funds for the JPP activity 

 

Bank Accounts 

  

  2011   2010 

Balance at 1 January       

Co-operative Bank current a/c  £12,044.39     £12,313.00  

CCLA deposit account  £   7,018.85     £   6,982.72  

PayPal account  £   2,043.54     £   2,955.79  

Total  £21,106.78     £22,251.51  

        

Balance at 31 December       

Co-operative Bank current a/c  £   5,792.77     £12,044.39  

CCLA Deposit account  £   7,068.90     £   7,018.85  

PayPal account  £   7,450.42     £   2,043.54  

Total  £20,312.09     £21,106.78  

 

 
John Churcher, Chair 

 
Andrew Burrell, Treasurer 

May 2012 


