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v. Engaging in discussion and negotiation with members of different Christian
denominations, promoting agendas and understandings that are both liberating and
radical.
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Chair’s Report on the Network in 2015
I feel privileged to have been elected to chair the
trustees of PCN Britain at our June meeting last year
and now to reflect and report upon the work of our
organisation for 2015. I want to express my
gratitude for the dedication of so many people who
make PCN Britain the vibrant and growing
movement that it is. First to thank Andy Vivian and
Sarah Guilfoyle, without whose superb
administrative skills and enthusiasm to see success
for the Network, we would be all the poorer. It is
with sadness that we bid farewell to Andy as our
administrator and to wish him a happy retirement,
knowing that we will continue to benefit from his
services in a voluntary role as web editor in the
future. Stepping up into the role of administrator
with additional hours of work as the sole employee
will be Sarah and this assures us of both continuity
and confidence for the good management of the day
to day work of PCN.

by Adrian Alker

are many, many more occasions when people meet
together for discussion, for mutual encouragement
and friendship. If you dig deep into the various news
items from local groups, as listed in Progressive
Voices, you read of Bishop Jack Spong speaking in
Windsor, Barbara Brown Taylor in Truro, a local
Unitarian minister speaking to the Edinburgh group,
a film night in Stoke on Trent, watching ‘The Imam
and the Pastor’. The list goes on and reminds us of
the crucial strength of PCN being its network of
people and groups.
Sadly 2015 began on a
solemn note with the
news of the death of
Marcus Borg, (right),
whose life, lectures
and books have been
such an inspiration to
so many people
searching for a
Christian faith which
they can truly ‘own’. In
a sense of thanksgiving, the trustees decided to set
up a Marcus Borg memorial fund to allow us to
mount an annual lecture, seminar or conference in
the coming years. Such occasions will hopefully carry
forward and develop the kind of convictions about
Christianity which Marcus expressed. It is heartwarming to know that this fund has just topped
£1000 thanks to the generosity of our members.

Secondly I would like to place on record appreciation
for the time and energies given by the trustees,
meeting four times a year, two of those committee
meetings being residential, 24 hour occasions. You
elected new trustees in 2015 – Maureen Foxall, Pat
Fuller, Richard Gray and Geraint Rees – and later in
the year co-opted Gareth Hexter as PCN treasurer.
Our previous treasurer, Andrew Burrell and another
trustee Alan Race retired from membership of the
committee and were duly thanked at the AGM.
But thirdly thanks must also go to the many people
who lead or facilitate our affiliated groups stretched
across the UK, also to Dave Coaker our Progressive
Voices editor, Steve Ireland for his IT support, and to
our members, without whose subscriptions and
generosity PCN would not exist.

A now longstanding annual event is the Members’
Residential, held at the Hayes Conference Centre in
March of 2015 and facilitated by Sandra Griffiths
and Pat Fuller. Sandra has undertaken the
organisation of this weekend residential for the last
few years and we are grateful to her for this. Our
presence at Greenbelt has also become a regular
annual commitment, an opportunity to distribute
free literature, to promote our resources and most
significantly to fly the flag for a progressive
understanding of Christianity. This year also there
was a chance to hold a ‘progressive discussion’ for
the eighteen Greenbelters who came along to the
‘Tiny Tea Tent’.

2015 was filled, as
ever, with many
different
conferences and
events. Canon
Mark Oakley (left)
from St Pauls
Cathedral in
London led an
outstanding day of
poetry and reflection when we met at Bloomsbury
Baptist Church for our AGM. During April and thanks
to the organising efforts of Robin Story, Australian
theologian Val Webb toured the UK, speaking at no
less than 10 11 different meetings. Later in 2015
another ‘Aussie’, Rex Hunt inspired folk at two
meetings with his expertise and knowledge of
progressive liturgy. Alongside these events of course

Every organisation needs a set of sound policies and
clear objectives and the trustees have worked hard
under the guidance of our administrator on these
matters. To date we have policies which seem to
cover so many aspects of our work – a Reserves
policy, Underwriting of group events, a Bursary
scheme, Lines of accountability, Safeguarding and so
forth.
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Alongside policy making is the formation of strategy,
which tries to encapsulate a vision which PCN wishes
to realize. The six strands of our current three year
strategy involve:
•

working with like-minded organisations

•

the support and expansion of our network of
groups

•

the production of new and attractive
promotional leaflets

•

producing and disseminating worship resources

•

developing our communications and contacts
with the media and with students and higher
education in general

•

some disagreement. We have spent a considerable
amount of time revising our Eight Points and having
done so, more time discussing their value at all!
Anxiety that such points might be seen as some kind
of enforcing creed has led the trustees to emphasise
that these eight points are simply, and for many
helpfully, regarded as signposts along our path. But
beyond all the debate, what I value most is the joy of
being part of a large family of people searching for
Truth and so I end with this quote from a poem by
Carl Sandburg.
Who Am I?
My head knocks against the stars.
My feet are on the hilltops.
My finger-tips are in the valleys and shores of
universal life.

partnering creatively with other faiths

Parts of this vision are realized in the collaborative
venture of Together in Hope, a series of booklets
designed to help and stimulate group discussion. In
2015 a new title was added: ‘Rethinking Worship?’,
written by Jan Berry and already proving a popular
addition to the series.

Down in the sounding foam of primal things I reach
my hands and play with pebbles of destiny.
I have been to hell and back many times.
I know all about heaven, for I have talked with God.
I dabble in the blood and guts of the terrible.

Our groups network is expanding. In 2015 we
welcomed newly affiliated groups in Brighton,
Bristol, Colchester, Holt in Norfolk, Hove and
Malvern. In the meantime Tony Rutherford is
coordinating a group of people to develop our
worship resources and discussions are being held
with the Student Christian Movement to secure
more fruitful collaboration between our two
organisations.

I know the passionate seizure of beauty
And the marvellous rebellion of man at all signs
reading "Keep Off."
My name is Truth and I am the most elusive captive
in the universe.

Within the network and indeed at meetings of the
trustees there is always lively debate and at times

Adrian Alker, Chair, February 2016
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Treasurer’s Financial Report for 2015

by Gareth Hexter

1. Summary
The accounts are produced on a receipts and payments basis as permitted by the Charity Commission and
comprise the Receipts and Payments for the year and a Statement of Assets at the year-end.
The accounts show a surplus of payments over receipts for the year of £5,290 and year-end balances on General
Funds of £26,548 and Restricted Funds of £2,271. Membership subscriptions for the year show an increase
compared with 2014, although this is largely due to timing of receipts. There was a small net surplus of receipts
over payments in respect of Events and a small deficit in respect of Publications. Operating Costs for the year
total £21,226 and show a minimal increase compared with 2014.
2. Memorial Fund (Restricted Fund)
This fund has been established to financially underpin a series of annual lectures to honour the work of Marcus
Borg. It is recognised as a Restricted Fund to avoid cross-subsidy with the General Fund.
3. Events - bookings and donations
PCN Britain (PCN) offers banking facilities for events organised by affiliated groups. Bookings include ticket sales
for these group events in addition to events organised by PCN. Receipts in respect of group events may be used
to pay the costs of the event, with any surplus paid to the group. During the year surpluses totalling £747 and
bookings totalling £632 were repaid to groups. A donation of £225 was received for a group event to be held in
2016.
4. Events - underwriting fund
This fund represents a share of surpluses on events organised by affiliated groups that have received
underwriting from PCN. The fund is designated by the Management Committee to support the underwriting of
future group events. It totals £337 at the year-end and is incorporated within the General Fund.
5. Events - speaker and location costs
Receipts comprise a fixed contribution to costs from groups that hosted the Val Webb tour.
6. Joint Event (Restricted Fund)
PCN is organising the 2016 Butler Bass event with three other organisations and is providing banking facilities for
event. This is recognised as a Restricted Fund to avoid cross-subsidy with the General Fund. Bookings and
donations include a donation of £500 from the Open Theology Trust.
7. Joint Publications (Restricted Fund)
PCN is providing banking facilities for this joint project with three other organisations. It is recognised as a
Restricted Fund to avoid cross-subsidy with the General Fund. During the year loans of £750 each were repaid to
Modern Churches and PCN. The loan to PCN was credited against publication costs. Payments of £686 were
made for the publication of ‘Rethinking Worship?’ and an honorarium of £250 was paid to the author. There is a
balance of £625 in the fund at the year-end.
8. Operating Costs
Other costs comprise:
Postage costs (including newsletter distribution) £1,803
Office IT costs £450
Payroll services and sundry costs £411

Gareth Hexter, treasurer, February 2016
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Section A

Independent Examiner’s Report

Report to the trustees/
members of
On accounts for the year
ended
Set out on pages

Charity Name

Progressive Christianity Network Britain
31st December 2015

Charity no (if
any)

1102164

Seven and Eight
(remember to include the page numbers of additional sheets)

Respective responsibilities of
trustees and examiner

Basis of independent
examiner’s statement

Independent
examiner's statement

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity’s
trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of the
Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.
It is my responsibility to:
• examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act,
• to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity
Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and
• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.
My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity
Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the
charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations
from the trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide
all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as
to whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair’ view and the report is limited to those
matters set out in the statement below.
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in, any material respect, the
requirements:
• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; and
• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the
accounting requirements of the Charities Act
have not been met; or
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Date:
Signed:

Name:
Relevant professional
qualification(s) or body (if
any):
Address:

Michael Bacon
N/A

48, Sheen’s Meadow, Newnham, Gloucestershire, GL14 1BP
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10th March 2016

Progressive Christianity Network Britain
Receipts and Payments for the Year Ending 31 December 2015
2015
Payments
£

Receipts
£
Membership and Donations
Subscriptions
Donations
Gift Aid

Memorial Fund (Restricted Fund)
Donations
Events
Bookings and donations
Underwriting fund
Speaker and location costs

Joint Event (Restricted Fund)
Bookings and donations
Speaker and location costs

Publications
Sales
Publication costs
Newsletter costs
Website

Joint Publications (Restricted Fund)
Sales
Costs

Interest Received
Co-op Bank
CCLA

Operating Costs
Admin salaries
Insurance
Management Committee expenses
Other costs
Grants

Surplus / (deficit) for Year

2014
Net
£

Net
£

Note

22,175
291
3,691
26,157

-

22,175
291
3,691
26,157

18,443
206
6,806
25,455

795

-

795

-

2

5,963
337
451
6,750

(1,379)
(4,549)
(5,928)

4,583
337
(4,098)
823

18,296
(22,685)
(4,389)

3
4
5

1,256
1,256

(405)
(405)

1,256
(405)
851

-
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1,360
750
2,110

(726)
(1,698)
(669)
(3,093)

1,360
24
(1,698)
(669)
(983)

931
(97)
(3,636)
(759)
(3,561)

1,388
1,388

(2,592)
(2,592)

1,388
(2,592)
(1,204)

1,572
(2,930)
(1,358)

10
67
77

-

10
67
77

20
62
82

-

(12,756)
(402)
(5,403)
(2,664)
(21,226)

(12,756)
(402)
(5,403)
(2,664)
(21,226)

(12,260)
(382)
(4,464)
(2,922)
(100)
(20,127)

38,534

(33,244)

5,290

(3,897)
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Progressive Christianity Network Britain
Statement of Assets at 31 December 2015
Funds
General
Fund
£

Memorial
Fund
£

2015
Joint
Event
£

2014
Joint
Publications
£

Total

Total

£

£

Balance at 1 January
Net receipts for Year

21,700
4,848

795

851

1,829
(1,204)

23,529
5,290

27,426
(3,897)

Balance at 31 December

26,548

795

851

625

28,819

23,529

Bank Accounts

2015
£

2014
£

Balance at 1 January:
Co-operative Bank
CCLA
PayPal

8,746
14,763
20

12,726
14,701
-

Total

23,529

27,426

Balance at 31 December:
Co-operative Bank
CCLA
PayPal

12,882
14,830
1,107

8,746
14,763
20

Total

28,819

23,529

Adrian Alker, Chair

Gareth Hexter, Treasurer

25th February 2016
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