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Above: Adrian Alker, Joy
Stribblehill and an
enquirer at Greenbelt

Chair’s Report on the Network in 2014
I am pleased to report another busy and noteworthy
period for PCN Britain. Space permits me to
mention only a few here, so please consult the PCN
website for a full run down of all that has been
happening.

Rollins led the conference with support from George
Elerick and Katharine Sarah Moody. This provided
valuable insights into the Emerging Church
Movement.
Towards the end of the year Dave Tomlinson began
leading a number of workshops for PCN groups
based on his new book, How to be a bad Christian
and a better human being. Dave thinks that a lot of
our overly religious, formal ideas of God need to be
reinvented, along with much of our spirituality too
and his input has been very much appreciated.

In January, Jenny Jacobs,
(right), a member from
Harrogate, convened a
conference in York on poverty,
entitled, Truth Lies and the
Spirit Level which PCN was
pleased to support. The event
proved popular and looked at some of the myths
propagated about benefit claimants and how
societies work better when inequality is minimised.

For the fifth year in succession, PCN took part in the
annual Greenbelt festival, this time in its new venue
at Boughton House near Kettering. Our thanks to
Tanya Ralph, who took the role of lead trustee, and
to the many other volunteers who supported her.

The May spring conference was called, Seeing Jesus
Again with New Eyes in which Mark Townsend
introduced us to the idea of the Cosmic Christ, and
questioned why we only look for the Christ in Jesus.

In last year’s annual report I mentioned that trustees
had instigated a consultation exercise to kick-start a
review of the Eight Points. The task of analysing the
responses from about 150 people and the
consequent redrafting process was enormous. Brian
Wilson kindly undertook the task of collating the
views expressed in your submissions. After a second
period of consultation, the management committee
finally settled on a revised version of the Eight
Points. This was not easy and not all decisions were
unanimous, but we tried to keep it as inclusive as
possible given that PCN people approach
progressive Christianity from a spectrum of
theological standpoints. Whatever words are used,
the Eight Points should be perceived as a stimulus to
action and reflection and not as the repository of
some kind of ultimate truth. The trustees join me in
thanking members for their active interest and I also
add my thanks to the drafting subcommittee of
Robin Story, Sandra Griffiths and Andy Vivian who
led our discussions over two lengthy sessions.

Starting in March, Howard Grace, a member from
Newbury, began showing his film, Beyond Forgiving
– a South African Story to a number of PCN groups.
It depicts the journey of a white Christian woman
and a black atheist man from South Africa to bring
healing and reconciliation to their country. The film
can be borrowed from PCN’s DVD library, (see the
website under Resources for the DVD library
catalogue).
During June, members gathered for the annual
residential weekend, Slow Down to the Heart’s Time,
led by Janet Morley. Janet helped us to explore
poetry as a resource for the spiritual life.
Despite much
disappointment
that a four venue
tour for Gretta
Vosper (left) was
not viable we did
in the end
manage two venues. A successful London lecture in
late September was followed by an equally
successful weekend conference in Oxford, organised
in partnership with Sea of Faith. Many people
worked hard to make Gretta’s events possible and I
pay tribute to them all, not forgetting those who
planned for a visit to Newcastle, which in the end
had to be cancelled.
Working in partnership with the Student Christian
Movement, our November autumn residential
conference at Swanwick, entitled Godly Mayhem,
looked at radical faith in a postmodern world. Peter

In January Sarah Guilfoyle (above) joined the staff
working alongside Andy at Newnham as our new
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This year the ‘Together in Hope’ group produced
two new titles, Christianity and Feminism by Sonya
Wratten (aka Brown) and Being Honest to God the
book of the conference. This brings the series total
to six.

admin assistant. Sarah has rapidly become a familiar
figure through her emails to members and we have
been delighted to welcome her to the team.
At the election of officers in May, John Churcher
decided to retire as vice chair and was replaced by
Adrian Alker. John, who remains active on the
committee as a trustee, had been an officer of PCN
for at least the last seven years. Many thanks, John,
for all your hard work as chair, and then vice chair of
PCN. John also produced an excellent Lent Course
which was available to members as a free download
from the PCN website.

During 2014 we welcomed three new groups to the
Groups Network. Stirling in Scotland and Sutton
Coldfield in the West Midlands were both newly
created groups, while in the west of England,
Tavistock was an existing group which chose to
affiliate. Organising a group is often a challenge and
I pay tribute to the many volunteers who put in the
hours to nurture their groups and to bring
progressive Christianity to notice of others.

We were sad to say goodbye to Tanya Ralph this
year. We wish her well and express our thanks for
the work she undertook, especially for Greenbelt.

Towards the end of 2014 we began the consultation
process for our latest three-year strategy and one
outcome has been an expressed desire for greater
activity in the regions. Analysis of the responses has
led trustees to draw up a set of six objectives
entitled a ‘Vision to Realize’. You can read about
this in the March 2015 edition of Progressive Voices.

I was pleased to welcome our first Welsh-speaking
trustee to the management committee in
September. Geraint Rees was co-opted and will
stand for election at the 2015 AGM. He is currently
seconded as an education adviser to the Welsh
government and a member of an independent
Welsh-speaking progressive church in south Wales.

On behalf of the Management Committee, I express
sincere thanks to all who have contributed in any
way to the work of PCN, the volunteers at events,
the authors of the many stimulating articles in
Progressive Voices and, if I may single out one, Jess
Lee, who runs the DVD library with such quiet
efficiency.

In July our treasurer Andrew Burrell gave notice
that, due to work commitments, this was to be his
last year in the post. He has been an enthusiastic
trustee and treasurer, always keen to encourage us
to use technology to the full. I would like to thank
him for all his commitment and steadfastness over
the past three and a half years. A member from
London, Paul Dawson, has agreed to take over as
treasurer starting in September.

I also wish to offer my personal thanks to all on the
Management Committee for their continued
support and hard work on behalf of the network and
membership. I especially thank Alan Race and
Andrew Burrell both of whom complete their terms
of office as trustees this year. Recently, Alan hosted
the PCN ‘Gretta Vosper’ lecture in London and in
2013 he represented PCN Britain at the Common
Dreams Conference in Canberra.
As Chair, I am thankful to Andy Vivian who, as PCN
Administrator, supports the network admirably in all
it sets out to do whilst offering a first point of
contact for all, both inside and outside of PCN
Britain. Our new assistant, Sarah Guilfoyle, has
rapidly come to understand the ethos of PCN and we
are indebted to her for taking on the book keeping
role from our hard pressed treasurer. Finally, I
thank all PCN Britain members for their continued
support of, and commitment to, progressive
Christianity.

The June edition of Progressive Voices was Hugh
Dawes’ last as editor as he decided it was time to
retire, (pictured above). Since the inception of PCN
Britain, Hugh has fostered and cared for our
quarterly publication and we owe him a significant
debt of gratitude for his tenacity, insight and hard
work over the years. The mantle of editor has now
passed to Dave Coaker and one immediate impact
has been the change of appearance. We are
grateful to Dave for his commitment to PCN in
taking on this challenging task. Feedback on the
content and format of the new issues is always
welcome.

Angela Smith, April 2015
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Financial Report
- Year ended 31st December 2014
1. In accordance with the approach permitted by the Charity Commission for a body of PCNB’s gross income
the accounts are kept and reported on a receipts and payments basis, that is there are no accruals.
2. The format submitted to the Charity Commission is in one recommended by them where all receipts and all
expenditures are aggregated together. The Charity Commission provides a form for this (CC16a). This version
may be seen on application to the Secretary.
3. The accounts for 2014 have been subject to Independent Examination by Andrew Wright, who was
appointed to this role by the Management Committee on March 16th 2013. The Independent Examiner has
examined both formats mentioned above. His certificate is below.
4. The Payment and Receipts for the General Accounts show a deficit on the year 2014 of -£3,897.45; detailed
explanations of the major account activities are noted below between points 7 and 11.
5. PCNB operates the following three accounts:
a. A current account, with cheque and online banking facilities, with the Co-operative Bank;
b. A savings account with CCLA who are specialists in investment management for charities, faith
organisations, and local authorities;
c. A PayPal account for the receipt of payments in online transactions.
6. During 2014 PCNB did not have a business credit card, charges that must be paid for by credit card (e.g.
materials for events, general postage, internet ISP Charges) were made against the Administrator’s and/or
the Treasurer’s personal accounts then they received reimbursement from PCNB through the normal
expense process. It was decided and agreed by the Management Committee on 7th Feb 2015 that PCNB are
to investigate whether the COOP Bank could provide a Credit Card. At the time of publication of this financial
report this action was still under investigation.
7. Events - The Revenue and Expenditure for 2014 is running in deficit. The main reasons for this are twofold.
We had a financial commitment to Modern Church for the remainder of their share of the Honest to God
conference surplus once the accounts were finalized in January. We had agreed to 50% of any profits (this
equated to £2,144.86). The full conference income appears in the 2013 accounts and this year’s payout was
flagged up at the time. Secondly, the events of 2014 did not break even. It is understood that even though
all efforts are made to ensure that our conferences do break even or make a profit this is not always
possible. This is in the light of PCN’s commitment to bring varied speakers to its members.
8. The Joint Publications Project (JPP) – During 2014 the PCNB Committee continued to take on accounting for
the Joint Publications Project. For this purpose a restricted fund was established as shown in the accounts.
This was necessary in order to avoid cross-subsidy between the Project and the PCNB General Fund. In 2014
there were two new additions to the portfolio, which account for the increase in printing costs – the value of
the existing stock is £4,862.
9. Membership – Increase from 2013 to 2014 - During 2014 we claimed the last two years of outstanding Gift
Aid. That accounts for an additional £3,500 on what would normally be claimed within one year. Also
subscriptions have been better aligned to the year of the membership so that 2014 had approximately
£3,000 of subs paid in early 2014 rather than late 2013.
10. Operations –
i. Management Committee Expenses – The higher expenses within 2014 are due to the cost of
both residential Management Committee meetings falling within the year, whereas in 2013
only one was paid for that year as the other was paid in advance and appears in the
accounts for 2012.
ii. Salaries – this is due to the increase of resources (Sarah Guilfoyle) required to support the
day-to-day business of PCN Britain.
iii. General Office Expenditure – the two factors accounting for this increase are approx. £850
office expenses for 2013 were not reimbursed until 2014 and £450 IT expenditure to equip
and set up the new member of staff.
11. Publications - Website expenditure decrease is due to the completion of the new PCNB Website all current
expenditure is now related to ongoing maintenance.
Andrew Burrell
Treasurer, April 2015

5

Section A

Independent Examiner’s Report

Report to the trustees/
members of
On accounts for the year
ended
Set out on pages

Progressive Christian Network - Britain

31st Dec. 2014

Charity no
(if any)

1102164

Seven and Eight

Respective responsibilities of
trustees and examiner

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity’s
trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of the Charities
Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.
It is my responsibility to:
• examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act,
• to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity
Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and
• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent
examiner’s statement

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity
Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the
charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations
from the trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide
all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as
to whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair’ view and the report is limited to those
matters set out in the statement below.
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention (other than that
disclosed below)
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in, any material respect, the
requirements:
• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; and
• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the
accounting requirements of the Charities Act
have not been met; or

Independent
examiner's statement

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Date:
March 22nd 2015

Signed:

Andrew Wright

Name:
Relevant professional
qualification(s) or body
Address:

Section B

N/A

Courtyard Gallery, 32, Boroughgate, Appleby-in-Westmorland, Cumbria, CA16 6HT

Disclosure
Supporting the application for a Charity Credit Card so as to avoid using the PCNB
Administrator’s private account and accruing such high expenses which are PCN Office related.

6

PCNB RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS IN 2014

Interest
Coop Bank
CCLA

2014
Receipts
£82.43
£20.12
£62.31

2014
Payments
£0.00

Events
Events

£18,295.64
£18,295.64
£1,571.83

Headings

JPP (Restricted)
JPP
Loan (MC)
Book Sales

£90.05
£20.39
£69.66

-£22,684.66
-£22,684.66

-£4,389.02
-£4,389.02

£3,154.75
£3,154.75
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-£2,930.20

-£1,358.37
£0.00
£0.00
£1,571.83
£0.00
-£2,930.20

£1,754.25
£0.00
£750.00
£1,118.33
-£114.08
£0.00
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£20,482.52
£0.00
-£180.90
£14,246.95
£89.44
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£17,460.80
£206.42

£25,455.48
£17,629.22
-£38.00
£17,460.80
£206.42

£7,826.26

£7,826.26

£0.00

£1,020.69
£6,805.57

£1,020.69
£6,805.57

£2,214.12
£4,112.91

-£12,260.12
-£2,921.52
-£100.00

-£20,127.39
-£4,463.60
-£382.15
-£15,181.64
-£12,260.12
-£2,921.52
-£100.00

-£13,868.38
-£2,951.35
-£378.56
-£10,513.47
-£9,921.68
-£591.79
-£25.00

-£4,491.86

-£3,560.58

-£5,593.96

-£3,635.96

-£759.15

-£3,215.63
£1,130.32
£931.28
-£96.75
£0.00
-£2,384.34

-£3,215.63
£1,130.32
£2,254.63
-£794.31
-£330.00
-£2,384.34

-£50,272.11

-£3,897.45

£6,019.23

£1,571.83
-£2,930.20
£25,493.48
£17,667.22

Operations
Committee Expenses
Insurance
PCNB Office
Admin Salary & Tax
Office and IT Costs
Grants
Publications
Newsletter
Newsletter
Publications
Books and CDs/DVDs
Publication Costs
Marketing
Website
Surplus/Deficit for year

Notes

2013

£82.43
£20.12
£62.31

Printing
Membership & Donations
Membership - Current year
Refund
Subscription
Donations
Membership & Donations
Misc.
Subscription 2015
Gift Aid Claim (2012&13)

2014

-£38.00
-£38.00
-£38.00

-£20,127.39
-£4,463.60
-£382.15

£931.28

£931.28
-£96.75

£46,374.66
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STATEMENT OF ASSETS
Funds
PCNB General Fund*

2014

2013

Balance at 1 January

£27,426.47

£21,407.24

Surplus/Deficit for year

-£3,897.45

£6,019.23

Balance at 31 December

£23,529.02

£27,426.47

Total Funds

£23,529.02

£27,426.47

Bank Accounts

2014

2013

Balance at 1 January
Co-operative Bank current a/c

£12,725.65

£14,037.90

CCLA deposit account

£14,700.82

£7,131.16

£0.00

£238.18

£27,426.47

£21,407.24

£8,746.34

£12,725.65

£14,763.13

£14,700.82

£19.55

£0.00

£23,529.02

£27,426.47

PayPal account
Total
Balance at 31 December
Co-operative Bank current a/c
CCLA Deposit account
PayPal account
Total
JPP
Joint Publications Project

2014

2013

Balance January 1st

£3,187.17

£1,432.92

Book Sales

£1,571.83

£1,118.33

(Restricted Fund)*

Printing

-£2,930.20

Other Costs

-£114.08

Grants

£750.00

Surplus / Deficit
Balance at 31 December
∗

£1,754.25
£1,828.80

£3,187.17

PCNB General funds incorporate JPP restricted funds

Angela Smith, Chair

Andrew Burrell, Treasurer
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29th March 2015

