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I joined PCN Britain because it
offered a way to think outside the
box of unbelievable creeds
Andy

”

www.pcnbritain.org.uk

B R I TA I N

OG R E S S I V
E
PR

NETWORK

”

NETWORK

Jenny

RISTIAN
CH
IT
Y

		
I value PCN for the
opportunities it gives me to
explore and further my
understanding of God and
humanity with a variety of
people who have many different
perspectives, within a supportive
non-judgemental environment
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Julia

•

I am so glad to be in a group
of like-minded Christians. I feel
I can really be honest about my
spiritual state

PCN relies on members’ subscriptions
for its work.
Standard membership is £30 a year.
For those on on a limited income we
offer membership at £15 and, for those
who wish to give more, a ‘donor’
option of £45.
Full time students can join for £5.00
You can apply for membership either
online or by post.
We look forward to hearing from you!

PCN & Membership
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“

How do I join PCN?

B R I TA I N

•

What our members say...

Helping you to live
a progressive
Christian faith

Registered Charity No. 1102164

Membership of PCN Britain is a
resource for Christians who believe
that Christianity is less about the
acceptance of particular beliefs and
more about empowerment to live a
compassionate life.

www.pcnbritain.org.uk

www.pcnbritain.org.uk

PCN Britain, 26 High Street, Newnham
Gloucestershire. GL14 1BB
T: 01594 516528
e: info@pcnbritain.org.uk
www.pcnbritain.org.uk/membership

What do we mean by
progressive?

What is PCN
Britain for?
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What are the
benefits of
joining PCN?
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Scientific discoveries
mean we understand
the world in a totally
different way to that
of our forebears.
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‘Progressive’ implies a conviction that
many Christians are moving on in their
understanding of faith.

Gospel passages once
regarded as unquestionable documentary are
now seen as poetic metaphor.
Progressive Christians look for a credible way
to follow Jesus.
We focus more on how Jesus lived and what
he taught and less on church doctrines built
around his birth and death.
We long to be infused by the same Spirit
that was in Jesus, a spirit of compassion and
radical inclusiveness.

As a member you will receive:
PCN members form a community where
asking questions about traditional beliefs is
encouraged.

Free copies of our quarterly publication,
Progressive Voices

We aim to promote a progressive Christian
understanding of the Gospel and seek to apply
it creatively in the life of our communities and
in the reshaping of Christian worship.

An invitation to join a discussion group
near you (or help to set one up)

We are not linked to any one denomination.

In this Spirit we celebrate our common
humanity and try to live in a way that does
not spoil the earth or oppress its inhabitants.

We encourage all who follow the Jesus way
to imagine a different future for Christian
faithfulness.

We are open to the wisdom of non-Christians.
(There is more about this way of living in our
Eight Points; visit www.pcnbritain.org.uk or
refer to the ‘Eight Points’ leaflet).

We are part of a worldwide community of
progressive Christians.
We are a Charter for
Compassion Partner.

Discount at PCN conferences

Information about progressive Christian
events and resources
An opportunity to borrow DVD study
guides and progressive books
Members also have the opportunity to:
Make contact with other members in
their area
Write articles for the PCN website and
Progressive Voices
Participate in online discussion.

PCN & Eight Points
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gain more insights in
the search for
understanding
What the mind
than we do in
cannot accept, the
certainty
heart can finally

Sharing

Peace
Community

never adore.

John
Shelby Spong

Journey

work together within 		
and beyond the Church
to achieve a just,
peaceful and sustainable world
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Pope
John Paul II

•

The earth will not
continue to offer its
harvest, except with
faithful stewardship.
We cannot say we
love the land and
then take steps to
destroy it for use by
future generations.
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What does the
Lord require of you
but to do justice, and
to love kindness, and
to walk humbly with
your God?

From what can be
known about Jesus, he
was receptive to the
wisdom of others, and
was compassionate
and indiscriminately
accepting. He challenged
any unjust authority or
system. He communed
and enjoyed hospitality
with people from all
walks of life. Jesus
exhorted his listeners
to think for themselves
about how to behave
towards others,
showing that love and
compassion is the fullest
expression of faith.
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Never be afraid to ask
questions or question
answers.
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An introduction to
our Eight Points
Our Eight Points offer a kind of framework to
direct our thinking about progressive Christianity.
We acknowledge that there are many other ways
of understanding Christian faith but hope these
Eight Points might be helpful.

T: 01594 516528
e: info@pcnbritain.org.uk

They are meant to be inclusive, and not to impose
uniformity. Points 2–8 are an attempt to spell out
the broad consequences of being ‘guided by the
life and teachings of Jesus’ (Point 1).

www.pcnbritain.org.uk

www.pcnbritain.org.uk
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PCN Britain offers
these eight points,
not as a creed, but as
an expression of the
Christian life.

We are people who...

1
seek God,
however
understood,
guided by
the life and
teachings
of Jesus
There are probably as
many understandings
of ‘God’ as there
are people – with
no right or wrong
answers. God is a
convenient term for
the indefinable.

“

Definitions belong
to the definers, not the
defined
Toni Morrison
Experience of God, not
belief in God, is the
invitation of Christianity
Marcus Borg
I rather experience God
as the source of life
willing me to live fully,
the source of love calling
me to love wastefully
and to borrow a phrase
from the theologian, Paul
Tillich, as the Ground of
Being, calling me to be all
that I can be
John
Shelby Spong

”

2
affirm that
there are
many ways
to experience
the Sacred
and that we
can draw
on diverse
sources of
wisdom on
our spiritual
journeys

“

Compassion asks
us to look into our
hearts, discover what
gives us pain, and
then refuse to inflict
that pain on anybody
else
Karen
Armstrong

”
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“

Jesus and the Buddha
were teachers of a worldsubverting wisdom
that undermined and
challenged conventional
ways of seeing and being
in their time and in every
time. Their subversive
wisdom was also an
alternative wisdom: they
taught a way or path of
transformation
Marcus Borg

”

Who can say where,
when and how we may
experience the Sacred?

3

recognise
that following
Jesus leads
us to act with
compassion and
to confront evil

Jesus’ dealings with people were characterised
by compassion; his dealings with the authorities
and systems that oppressed and mistreated
people were uncompromising.

place hospitality at the
centre of our communal
and worshipping life and
see the sharing of bread and
wine as an expression of our
common humanity
Jesus was noted for eating and drinking with all
kinds of people, and enjoying their company.
Building trust and friendship is facilitated when
there is something tangible to share.

5

seek to build
communities that
accept all who wish to share
companionship without
insisting on conformity
Jesus associated especially with men and
women that society and the religious leaders
rejected. He did not make exceptions.

know that the way we
behave towards others
is the fullest expression
of our faith

6

“

At any moment, half the world is light, and
sunshine chases out the night. But light by day is
not enough, for we must light the world with love
Gretta Vosper

”
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For the latest information on
all the groups within the PCN
network, please visit:
www.pcnbritain.org.uk/locations

An introduction to the
PCN Groups Network
Are you seeking a welcoming and
open-minded group in which to
share your ideas, experiences and
thoughts about God, the Church
and Christianity?

www.pcnbritain.org.uk

“I wish I’d known
about PCN and its
groups years and
years ago!”

PCN believes the strength
and future of progressive
Christianity and therefore
Christianity is nurtured
through the mutuality,
learning, friendship
and enjoyment that the
groups create.

Many members of PCN Britain
participate in local groups, which
vary in size and composition,
sharing a broad acceptance of the
Eight Points which help to direct
our thinking. As our title implies
we are primarily a network of
members and groups across
Britain, affiliated to PCN.

Groups meet in a variety of settings – private
homes, community halls and churches. The
frequency of meetings and their programmes
varies widely. There may be theological
discussion, sometimes with invited speakers, the
study of a book, the airing of ideas and thoughts
about all kinds of issues. Above all such groups
generate friendship and offer a place where
there can be a sharing of experiences and ideas.

www.pcnbritain.org.uk or see the Eight
Points leaflet).

Theological debate, outside speakers, study of
books and DVDs, international contacts, links
with art, music and poetry, discussion with and
about different world faiths, global warming
and social inequalities; political issues local and
international; worship and prayer: all these topics
feature in the discussions of our PCN groups.

The Network encourages the formation of
new groups and affiliation to PCN of other
existing groups.

Each local group is autonomous and selfsupporting. Sometimes groups combine for a
regional meeting.

(They are to be found on our website

The PCN Britain website has the details of all
current groups, where they are meeting and
whom to contact. You will also see any events
which they are planning. In our magazine
Progressive Voices, there are always short
reports from a selection of our groups, which
may give you further insight about the group
and if it ‘feels right’ for you to join.

They create a space for
generous, open and honest
discussion and friendship
If you can’t find one near you, why not try to
set one up?
We can help with publicity and mailings, and
provide access to our resources. The PCN office
is there to help.
Each group is given an online presence and
public home on the PCN website. This provides
a way of sharing information amongst group
members as well as publicising the group’s
activities to a wider audience.

A UK network of over sixty
affiliated groups

PCN & Churches

PCN Britain can offer individuals and groups in your
church an opportunity to become members of PCN
and/or affiliate your church group to PCN.

Putting churches on the
progressive map

Signposting resources

•

If you feel what we have to offer could be helpful
to you or your church, we would be very happy to
hear from you.

www.pcnbritain.org.uk
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info@pcnbritain.org.uk

NETWORK

Find us at www.pcnbritain.org.uk
Email us. Our administrator would be pleased to
hear from you and try to give you any help and
support you may be seeking.

Y

Visit our website. Here you will see who we are,
what we do and the help and support we can offer
your church. Here are ideas and resources for
worship and links with other similar organisations.
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Through our website and at gatherings you can
access books, a DVD library, downloadable study
and worship material.

How to find out more:

NETWORK

We organise conferences and gatherings for study
and reflection, which give an opportunity to meet
other progressive Christians.
We also offer speakers and support if you wish to
arrange your own conference.
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Promoting conferences
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We can help put your church on the progressive
map and point seekers in your direction.

Helping churches to
share a progressive
Christian faith
Do you and others in your church wish
to develop a fresh vision of faith?
Do you value critical thought in how
we understand the Bible?
Is the worship in your church engaging
and transformative?

www.pcnbritain.org.uk

Are you less concerned about
the dogma of creeds and the
uniformity of belief, and more
passionate about living the
kind of life as seen in Jesus?

How may
PCN help
your church?

Churches today are facing many
challenges: advances in medicine,
science and technology raise serious
questions about religious belief in our
contemporary world. Changes in society
affect issues around personal morality
and relationships. People continue
to suffer from violence, injustice
and inequality. We face significant
environmental challenges. These issues
raise big questions about God and faith.

PCN Britain is a growing network of people, many
of whom belong to different church denominations
and who seek to share an open and progressive
understanding of faith.

Yet the life and teachings of Jesus offer hope and
guidance in the search for meaning and love.
Many churches are seeking a new vision and
understanding of Christianity which does not try to
escape from the challenges of the modern world
but embraces new insights which make sense to
people today.

We are part of a global progressive movement
that believes that the Christian faith needs to be
expressed afresh. This faith must lead to action to
promote peace and justice in our world.
Here is how PCN might help you and your church:

Discussion group material
We support honest and open discussion about
Christianity.
We publish short study guides under the series
title, ‘Together in Hope’.
Current titles include: ‘Examining the Meaning
of the Resurrection’, ‘Being Honest to God’,
‘Christmas: Ancient Meanings, Modern Faith’,
‘Re-thinking Worship?’ ‘Walk the Jesus Walk’.

Discussion group material

We also sell and loan DVD-based study courses.

A quarterly magazine

More details of all of our resources can be found
on the PCN website.

A UK network of over sixty
affiliated groups
Putting churches on the
progressive map
Promoting conferences
Signposting resources

Our quarterly magazine,
‘Progressive Voices’
Your church might like to receive copies of our
magazine, which is full of stimulating articles
and news of events which may interest your
congregation. We would be pleased to send your
church a sample copy.

