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The Progressive Christianity Network Britain 
 

Registered Charity No: 1102164 

Governing Document Constitution adopted 22
nd

 September 2003, and amended 19
th

 January 2004, 12
th

 

November 2005 and 24
th

 October 2009. 

Object of the Charity The advancement of the Christian Religion in such exclusively charitable ways as the 

trustees in their absolute discretion see fit. 

Main activities of  i) To support, promote and network open Christian understanding,  

the Network  both for individuals and for congregations. 

 ii) To be inclusive in its concern for that open understanding, wanting to hold 

together both social and theological concerns, and modern and post modern 

perspectives. 

 iii) To promote a way of living within the wide and rich diversity of church. 

 iv) To engage in discussion and negotiation with denominational leadership from 

within the membership of Christian churches, promoting agendas and 

understanding which are both liberating and radical. 

 v) To develop a visible presence of open Christian congregations and communities. 

Address: C/O 26 High Street, Newnham, Gloucestershire, GL14 1BB 

Bankers: The Co-operative Bank, PO Box 250, Skelmersdale, WN8 6WT 

Independent Examiner Peter Stribblehill 

Trustees for the period of this report: 

Chair John Churcher 

Vice chair: Mary McMahon 

Secretary: John Hetherington until July, Ian McAllister from Oct 

Treasurer: Terence Cooper 

 Adrian Alker 

 Sonya Brown 

 Philip Goodwin 

 Sandra Griffiths  

 Paul Onslow 

 Anne Padget  

 Angela Smith 

 Richard Tetlow 

 

Scenes from the PCN Conference in Edinburgh with Marcus Borg 
 

                                                            

Marcus Borg, right, with the Bishop of Edinburg; the conference bookstall; Andy Vivian and Terence Cooper at the info desk 

Photos in this report are taken by Chris Avis, Adrian Alker, Mary McMahon and Andy Vivian 
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Chair’s Report on the Network in 2010
As I reported last year, change is happening all 

around us. 2010 also saw the arrival of new 

Management Committee members and already they 

are making important contributions to the 

development of PCN Britain. I especially wish to 

thank Ian McAllister for accepting the invitation of 

the Management Committee to be co-opted into the 

role of Hon. Secretary to help us over a period of 

time during which a new 'permanent' Secretary 

could be appointed. Ian's knowledge of issues 

relating to good governance helped us look more 

closely at what we are doing and how we are 

organised. Owing to other business commitments 

Ian has now handed over the role to Paul Onslow. 

It is appropriate also to thank those Management 

Committee members who are continuing to 

participate fully in the work at 'national' level. In 

addition, the essential work of the growing network 

of Local Group Convenors is also gratefully 

acknowledged.  These networked local groups are 

critically important to the continuing development 

of PCN Britain and the support of members across 

the country.  We were encouraged that so many 

Group Convenors were able to attend one of three 

regional Convenor Gatherings held to share 

experiences and provide feedback to the committee.  

All national and local leaders have made significant 

contributions to the life of PCN Britain and its 

members. 

 

Group Convenors gathering in Windermere 

Once again, the year in question has seen a steady 

growth both in individual membership and the 

number of local groups around Britain.  The new 

groups were Aberdeen, Abingdon and Oxford, 

Berwick and Borders, Cardiff, Chesterfield, Highland, 

Glasgow Southside, Glasgow Milngavie, Harrogate 

evenings, Hickling, Skipton, Stoke, and Woking. 

The Newsletter, under the editorship of Hugh 

Dawes, continues to go from strength to strength, 

especially in the number of excellent articles that 

are now being submitted. Thanks are due to Hugh 

for his continued work on the Newsletter. 

Information is the lifeblood of any organisation and, 

from comments regularly received from members, 

the Newsletter and the use of the website to 

regularly update members [e.g. reports from the 

Management Committee meetings] supplemented 

by the Chair's email updates, etc are appreciated.    

Also, in supporting local groups there is a new and 

growing DVD library and an increasing number of 

resources available on our website.  We are grateful 

to our volunteer DVD librarian, Jess Lee. 

The website Forum has attracted many 

contributions and active threads continue to explore 

important issues. However, the Forum also attracts 

some unwanted contributions [mainly concerned 

with trying to sell car tyres or PC software - and 

these are removed as soon as they are found]. And 

not every PCN Britain Internet initiative has been as 

successful as hoped for. For example, in an attempt 

to support members who are too far from a local 

group to be able to participate we undertook a trial 

of a virtual 'local' group using Skype but, for a 

number of reasons, this was not successful. Perhaps 

we will try this again sometime.   

 

Marcus Borg speaking at the Sept PCN Conference 

With partner organisations we published ‘Together 

in Hope’ [2008] and this has continued to develop 

into a series of printed resources offering support to 

members. The first of the new series came at the 

end of 2010; this was John Simmonds' "Walk the 

Jesus Walk" [2010].   More resource books from the 

partnership [Modern Church, Free to Believe, St 

Mark's Centre for Radical Christianity and PCN 

Britain] are following in 2011.  

Working to service a growing organisation and 

improve the resources we offer led to an increase in 

overheads and some one off investments.  Members 
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will be aware that by the end of 2010 we were 

feeling some financial strain.  Rather than increasing 

the membership fees for 2011 it was decided by the 

Management Committee that this situation should 

be brought to the attention of the membership. I am 

very happy to report that members responded with 

immense generosity and the financial challenge has 

been met.  2011 will see a careful search for areas of 

cost saving without jeopardizing the work of PCN.  

Only after this exercise will the committee consider 

increasing subscriptions which were last raised in 

2006.  I place on record our thanks to the Treasurer, 

Terence Cooper, for his excellent oversight of the 

finances. 

During 2010 the Management Committee met on 

the following occasions: 

• 16th / 17th January residential planning weekend 

at the Emmaus Centre in Hayes, south London. 

• 20th March at St James’s, Piccadilly, London. 

• 1st May at St James’s, Piccadilly, London. 

• 17th July, AGM, St. Columba's URC, York 

• 25th September at St James's, Piccadilly, London. 

• 20th / 21st November residential planning 

weekend at Chester House, Muswell Hill, London 

[NB: with the earlier AGM in 2010 it was decided 

that the residential for the new Management 

Committee needed to be brought forward from 

early 2011] 

Sub-committees have been formed to look at [a] 

developing relevant liturgy, [b] improving the 

website and [c] involving young people [the missing 

generation] in the work of PCN Britain.  In this last 

regard, several members 'staffed' a PCN Britain 

stand at the 2010 Greenbelt, an event that attracts 

thousands of young people each year.   

In my capacity as Chair I had the privilege of 

speaking to PCN groups across Britain, including 

Scotland, The Lakes, West Midlands and London. It 

was also an honour for me to represent PCN Britain 

when I was speaking at progressive churches in 

Colorado, Michigan and Ontario throughout May.  

While we had no touring speakers coming the other 

way this year, we had an excellent weekend in 

Edinburgh when Marcus Borg gave talks in his usual 

gentle but profound manner. David Catchpole was 

the invited speaker at the annual PCN Britain 

residential conference at St Deiniols [in May]. An 

increasing number of regional conferences 

organised by local groups were held - Skipton on 

Images of Jesus, Stoke on being a Christian today 

and West Midlands on interfaith radicalism.  It is the 

policy of the Management Committee to encourage 

and support more regional events and we will soon 

be publishing a “guide to organising a conference” 

on the website. 

On the international front I am pleased to report 

that the first 'overseas' PCN Britain group has been 

set up by an ex-pat member living in Basle, 

Switzerland. 

PCN Britain is alive and well thanks to a great many 

people. In this age, when joining organisations is no 

longer the norm, it is encouraging to find dedicated, 

hard working, visionary people ensuring that the 

progressive Christian message continues to prosper.  

In commending this report to the membership I am 

pleased to bring you up to date - in this first quarter 

of 2011 PCN Britain has more members or more 

local groups than ever before. At the 2011 AGM 

Anne Padget will step down from the Management 

Committee having completed her term of office, and 

on behalf of the membership I thank her for her 

contributions. Anne was our link with the Centre for 

Radical Christianity in Sheffield, a link which we are 

pleased to say will continue to be at the core of PCN 

Britain activity.  Your Management Committee, and 

Andy Vivian in the office, along with local group 

Convenors will continue to support and encourage 

all members as we live and proclaim the progressive 

Christianity message.  

John Churcher, April 2011 

 
Greenbelt 2010: Graham Partington behind the PCN stall 
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Financial Report  
- for year ended 31

st
 December 2010 

 
1 In accordance with the approach permitted by the Charity Commission for a body of PCNB’s gross income 

the accounts are kept and reported on a receipts and payments basis, that is there are no accruals. 

2 The report presented in this document is in the format presented to the Management Committee at each 

meeting. In particular it nets out account lines where there are both receipts and payments. This makes it easy 

to interpret the figures. The format submitted to the Charity Commission is in one recommended by them 

where all receipts and all expenditures are aggregated together. The Charity Commission provides a form for 

this (CC16a). This version may be seen on application to the Treasurer.  

3 The accounts for 2010 have been subject to Independent Examination by Peter Stribblehil, a member of 

PCNB who was appointed to this role by the AGM in 2010. Both formats mentioned above have been examined 

by the Independent Examiner. His certificate is attached. 

4 The accounts show a deficit at the end of the year. This may largely be attributed to a number of 

exceptional items: for example, the purchase of a new office computer, the acquisition of number of DVD 

resources available for rental, and the holding of two residential committee meetings during the period. 

5 PCNB operates the following three accounts: 

a) A current account, with cheque and online banking facilities, with the Co-operative Bank; 

b) A savings account with CCLA who are specialists in investment management for charities, faith 

organisations, and local authorities; 

c) A PayPal account for the receipt of payments in online transactions. 

6 Because PCNB does not have, nor want, a business credit card, charges which must be received by credit 

card (eg web hosting charges, Event Wax ticketing charges) are made against the Treasurer’s personal credit 

card. He then seeks reimbursement from PCNB. 

7 During the year the PCNB Committee agreed to take on accounting for the Joint Publications Project. For 

this purpose a restricted fund was established as shown in the accounts. This was necessary in order to avoid 

cross-subsidy between the Project and the PCNB General Fund. 

8 The members of the Management Committee did not receive any remuneration, but reasonable 

expenses were paid to them; £2649 was paid to fifteen members. 

Terence Cooper 

Treasurer 

 

Independent Examiner’s Report 

to Progressive Christianity Network Britain 
 

This report on the accounts of the Progressive Christianity Network Britain (PCNB) for the period 1 January to 

31 December 2010, which are set out on the financial pages of the annual report is in respect of an 

examination carried out under s.43 of the Charities Act 1993 ("The Act"). 

Respective responsibilities of the PCNB and the Examiner 

As members of the PCNB you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts: you consider that the audit 

requirements of section 43(2) of the Act do not apply. It is my responsibility to issue this report on those 

accounts in accordance with the terms of the Act. 
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Basis of this report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity Commission 

under section 43(7)(b) of the Act. That examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the 

PCNB and a comparison of the accounts with those records. It also includes considering any unusual items or 

disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters. The 

procedures do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not 

express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts. 

Independent Examiner's statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements 

• to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and 

• to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the 

requirements of the Act have not been met; or 

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of 

the accounts to be reached. 

Signed 

 

Peter Stribblehill 

March 2011 

 

 

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 

PCNB GENERAL FUND (Unrestricted Fund) 

Receipts 2010 2009 

Gift Aid tax refund   685.24 0 

Interest     

 Co-operative Bank current account  22.75   

 CCLA deposit account  36.13   

   58.88 100 

Membership     

 2010 subscriptions & included donations  13033.37  12396 

 2011 subscriptions & included donations  2500.63   

 Overpayment refund  -720.00   

 Other donations  419.72  749 

   15233.72 13145 

Online book sales   109.76 622 

Total receipts   16087.60 13867 

     

Payments     

Purchase of Assets     

 Computing  627.48   

 Other  74.00   

   701.48  

Bank fees   18.00  

Continued opposite
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Events     

 Borg weekend     

  Advertising 175.00    

  Booking fees -6849.00    

  Honorarium 200.00    

  Other expenses 234.08    

  CD recording and production (net) 59.25    

  Speaker 2365.26    

  Venue 2270.59    

  -1544.82   

 Convenors’ meetings     

  Costs 730.44    

 Total Convenors’ meeting  730.44   

 Greenbelt Festival stall     

 589.37    

 Total Greenbelt Festival  589.37   

 St Deiniol’s weekend     

  Accommodation 2853.00    

  Booking fees -3077.00    

  Speaker 398.45    

  173.45   

Total events   22.44 -6863 

Operations     

 PCNB Office     

  Computing services 100.00    

  Office costs 526.59    

  Net salary 6628.88    

  Tax & NIC 1767.78    

  9023.25   

 Advertising  261.00   

 Annual General Meeting  419.47   

 Committee     

  Accommodation 1693.68    

  Other costs 84.27    

  Postage 72.52    

  Travel 2314.55    

  4165.02   

 Insurance  419.68   

 Miscellaneous  90.23   

 Newsletter     

  Other costs 237.55    

  Postage 1101.97    

  Printing 660.00    

  1998.82   

 Website  1087.97   

Total Operations   17465.44 12965 

Resources     

 Rental income  -180.00   

 Resource purchases  769.50   

   589.50  

Total Payments   18722.86 6102 

     

Surplus/(Deficit)   (2635.26) 7765 
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JOINT PUBLICATIONS PROJECT FUND (Restricted Fund) 

Receipts   

Contributions from partners 1744.49  

  1744.49 

Total Receipts  1744.49 

   

Payments   

Office costs 7.06  

Other costs 246.90  

Total Payments  253.96 

   

Surplus/(deficit)  1490.53 

 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS 

Funds 

PCNB General Fund 2010 2009 

Balance at 1 January 22251.51 14486 

Surplus/(Deficit) for year (2635.26) 7765 

Balance at 31 December 19616.25 22252 

   

Joint Publications Project Fund   

Balance at 1 January 0.00 n/a 

Surplus/(deficit) for year 1490.53 n/a 

Balance at 31 December 1490.53 n/a 

   

Total Funds 21106.78  

Bank Accounts 

 2010 2009 

Balance at 1 January   

 Co-operative Bank current a/c 12313.00 7588 

 CCLA deposit account 6982.72 6898 

 PayPal account 2955.79 0 

Total 22251.51 14486 

   

Balance at 31 December   

 Co-operative Bank current a/c 12044.39 12313 

 CCLA Deposit account 7018.85 6983 

 PayPal account 2043.54 2956 

Total 21106.78 22252 

 

 
John Churcher, Chair 

 

 
Terence Cooper, Treasurer 

 

March 2011 


