Godly Mayhem
Joint Conference Student Christian Movement and PCN Britain

14th - 16th November 2014

GODLY MAYHEM

The Progressive Christianity Network Britain values open and contemporary Christian understanding.
We promote a network of local groups across Britain, publish a radical
quarterly newsletter, run an active website and organise regular conferences
and events. We have links with other progressive Christian movements
around the world

Membership of PCN is for all who seek an inclusive and theologically
radical way to be Christian. Members come from all denominations
and none. We offer a forum for discussion where doubts are valued.
You will receive free copies of Progressive Voices, reduced ticket prices
for PCN events and an invitation to join a local group, (or help to set
up a new one). We haven’t got all the answers, but we invite you to
join us in asking the questions that are shaping the future of
Christianity.
The Student Christian Movement exists to deepen students’ faith at university, empowering them to a
lifetime of Christian discipleship. We are a student-led community, giving students from every denomination
and
background the opportunity to grow in their faith and serve the world around us.
Our vision is to see Christian students responding to a rich and empowering
experience of God and expressing a faith that is relevant and inspiring to others.
At SCM you will encounter an inclusive community of students passionate about
social justice. We come together in local groups across Britain, all of which provide
a space for weekly fellowship on campus. We also meet at regional and national
events, which empower students through training and workshops to put their faith
into action.
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Conference speakers

Peter Rollins
Peter is a Northern Irish writer, public speaker, philosopher and
theologian who is a prominent figure in Radical Theology.
Drawing largely from various strands of Continental Philosophy, Rollins'
early work operated broadly from within the tradition of Apophatic
Theology, while his more recent books have signaled a move toward the
theory and practice of Radical Theology.
In these books Rollins develops a "religionless" interpretation of
Christianity called Pyrotheology, an interpretation that views faith as a
particular way of engaging with the world rather than a set of beliefs
about the world.

George Elerick
George is a human rights activist who uses filmmaking,
acting, philosophy, spirituality and journalism as keys to
investigate, explore, and empower readers and his
audiences with the ongoing knowledge and skills to
discover the important issues, contributions, inequalities,
ideologies and a handful of other -ologies to work
together to make the world a better place.
He believes that revolution is the only option we have as
participators in the human project. That we can no longer
sit by and talk about changing the world or make it an academic conversation. It must be real. It must
be now. He has written books. He speaks internationally and a wide array of topics, and is sought out
for his humorous yet fresh interpretations of today's current issues.

Katharine Sarah Moody
Katharine is a Research Associate in the Department of
Philosophy at the University of Liverpool, working on the
Philosophy and Religious Practices Network. Her
research centres on the relationship between continental
philosophy, radical theology and lived religion, and
especially between John D. Caputo, Jacques Derrida, Alain
Badiou, Slavoj Zizek, and emerging Christianity.
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Weekend Programme
Friday 14th November
17:00

Registration

18:30

Evening Meal

19:30

Peter Rollins Talk and Q & R “Five Minutes to Get Out:Towards a Theology of the Earth”

21:00

Socialise in the Bar and / or Poetry & Open Question Time dealing with
Christian Materialism (Peter & George)

Saturday
8:30

Breakfast

09:45

Peter Rollins Talk and Q & R
“Figures of Transgression:The Trickster, the Cynic and the Fool”

10:45

Morning Coffee

11:15

George Elerick
Churches are the New Facism

"Institutions will try to preserve the problem to which they
are the solution.”
12:30

Lunch

13:30

Katharine Sarah Moody Talk & Q & R
"Church as Reconciliation to Nothingness"
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14:45

Peter Rollins Talk & Q & R
“The Vanishing Act of God: Christianity as a Magic Trick”

15:45

Tea Break

16:00

Workshops
Katharine -

Talk and Discussion: "Mayhem in the Name of ”

George -

Domesticating Monsters: Why the Church doesn’t need Missions

17:00

Peter Rollins Talk & Q & R
“Subversive Practices: Designing De-Centering Technologies”

18:00

Small Group Discussion

18:45

Dinner

20:00

Evening’s Entertainment or DVD Documentary

Sunday
8:30

Breakfast

10:00

Panel Q & R

11:00

Coffee Break

11:15

Service - Peter & George
“The sanity of Abandonment”

12:30

Lunch

Depart
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Synopsis of Talks
"Church as Reconciliation to Nothingness"

Radical Theologies deploy the materialist critiques of religion proposed
by figures like Freud, Marx and Nietzsche not to dispense with religion
but to discover its potential. This session explores how stripping
ourselves of the illusionary and escapist dimensions of Christianity can
radicalise our understanding of religion and enable us to glimpse its
revolutionary materialist potential: religion can reconcile us to our
nothingness.
"Mayhem in the Name of”
Radical Theologies challenge our inherited dualisms of the sacred and
the secular, of atheism and theism, of the religious and the irreligious.
But, no matter how heterodox or heretical they sound, are they really
radical enough? This session will raise some significant questions about
Radical Theologies and provide space for a critical discussion of some
of the ideas that we have encountered so far this weekend.
…………………………………..

Five Minutes to Get Out: Towards a Theology of the Earth
The desire to get rid of hell and retain heaven seems ubiquitous.
Whether in sacred or secular forms, the promise of fulfillment,
plenitude and peace calls out to us. In this opening session Peter
will challenge this desire by outlining how the heavenly drive for a
world without lack has hell built into it. With this in mind, he will
outline how Christianity, in its most scandalous and radical form,
holds within it water to extinguish one and fire to consume the
other.
Figures of Transgression: The Trickster, the Cynic and the Fool
Ideology doesn't simply tell us what is acceptable and what is unacceptable to the system, but also the
acceptable ways of committing unacceptable acts. In this way, religious, political and cultural ideologies can
excerpt control over us even when we think we are acting against them. In this session Peter shall
interrogate how true resistance to power and sovereignty actually manifests itself. In contrast to the
figure of the Joker, who was employed and sustained by the very system he mocked, we shall look at
Christ as a type of trickster who ruptured the system he was within.
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The Vanishing Act of God: Christianity as a Magic Trick
The Archbishop of Canterbury John Tillotson once realized that the magical incantations of 17th century
magicians was likely a subtile parody of Holy Mass. Just as the the Priest would say Hoc est Corpus at the
climax of the Eucharist, so the magician would say Hocus Pocus at the key moment of the trick. But what if,
in contrast to the condemnations of Tillotson, the magicians were on to something with their parody?
What if Christianity actually should be conceived of as a trick, a trick of deep existential significance? In
this session Peter will draw out how approaching Christianity as a magic trick offers us a way of rethinking
it that breaks through the borders separating theists from atheists and opens up a radically new vision of
church.
Subversive Practices: Designing De-Centering Technologies
Revolutions of different types tend to be decentering events. For example, there is the Copernican
revolution, where we discovered that we did not lie at the center of our universe, the Darwinian insight
that we are part of nature, or the Freudian disruption whereby we find out that our ego is not the head
of our subjective world. Mirroring this, de-centering practices are technologies arising out of Radical
Theology, technologies designed to disrupt our ideological systems and throw us into a transformative,
liberating and exhilarating encounter with the other.
Ikon Workshop - Godly Mayhem
…………………………………..
Churches are the new Facism

"Institutions will try to preserve the problem to which they are the solution.”
Systems and Institutions have this attraction to them. They are pre-packaged
and give most a sense of safety. But if we take a look deeper, there is
something sinister lurking in plain sight. This is a talk designed to investigate
the inherent symbolic xenophobia in institutional approaches to Christianity.
It will be an in-depth examination into the multi-varied obstacles one
encounters when implementing spirituality from a systematic methodology.
It will unpack the cultural bias’ we have come to adopt without being aware
of them.
Domesticating Monsters: Why the church doesn’t need missions

We are living in an era where it has become taboo to not be some sort of
activist. Human rights, social justice, ethics, missions/missional, these have all
become fads and buzzwords. But, in reality, they all tend to do more damage
than good. They are all part of the same structure that relies upon injustice
to define its very presence. It needs victims to perpetuate its ideology. The Church has had a vigorous
hand in sustaining some of this injustice, which it claims to do in love. But, what is love? This is a
psychoanalytic/sociological investigation into why we think we need to ‘save’ others and what those
motives present to us in the form of some destructive theology.
Sunday Morning - The Sanity of Abandonment
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