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Strategy 2005 � 2008
What have we achieved? What next?
by Jill Sandham for the Management Committee

Our Fourth Annual 
General meeting took 
place at St Agnes Church, 
North Reddish, on 
Saturday 22nd November. 
(See page 6.) In the 
morning we looked at the 
Annual Report and 

Financial Statements (a copy of which is with 
this newsletter). The afternoon was spent 
reviewing the strategy of the organisation, 
and considering its future direction.  
Jill Sandham, on behalf of the Management 
Committee, produced for the meeting a
summary of our achievements over the last 
three years.

We print it for all members� benefit below. 
Do please make time to read it � and then let 
us have YOUR comments. A response sheet is 
included in this Newsletter. 
Try to complete and return it to us 
straightaway.  We do need to have them 
back by January 5th, to give us time to read 
them and record what you feel. The 
committee will then consider all responses at 
their planning meeting in the middle of 
January.

After consultation with members in 
November 2005, the Management 
Committee set priorities for the Network 
for the three years which followed.  This is a 
succinct report on what has been achieved in 
that period.

1 A coalition of theologically open 
Christian organisations 

Vision
To enable the Network to:
� take the lead in developing a coalition which 

would have the strength and status to stand 
alongside the Evangelical Alliance

� be a respected voice within our 
denominations

� respond politically, locally, nationally and 
globally to issues of the day with a known and 
credible �media� voice, which reflects a 
developed theological position.

Action
� The committee appointed Adrian Alker to 

take this forward, for expenses only 
� Adrian visited key people in a variety of 

open/liberal Christian organisations, and 
found a high level of commitment in each, 
with different aims and tasks.  He was given a 
warm welcome and encouragement to pursue 
further collaboration

� He considered a range of options � key 
members meeting for a day; establishment of 
a new collaborative website; a booklet for the 
Lambeth 2008 conference; production of 
visual and written resources for lay people, 
including a DVD; larger joint celebrations; 
major conferences; enlisting of theologians, 
writers, public figures and religious leaders to 
endorse a coalition
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� The St Ann�s Network was formed leading up 
to the Lambeth conference � including 
Inclusive Church, Lesbian and Gay Christian 
Movement; Modern Churchpeople�s Union; 
PCN

� From this came the collaborative publication 
of Together in Hope, edited by Adrian

� PCN had a stall at the Lambeth conference, 
clearly identified as working collaboratively 
with organisations who were part of the St 
Ann�s Network

� This is work in progress, and always 
acknowledged to be a slow and developing 
process.

2 Resourcing of individual members 
through local groups

Vision
� To connect local groups as part of the 

Network and with each other
� To provide them with inspiration and focus
� To link with and have impact upon local 

church communities
� To encourage individual development
� To grow the Network�s membership.
Action
� The committee appointed Trevor Dorey and 

Sandra Griffiths to undertake visits to as many 
groups as possible, for expenses only

� Their report identified specific needs, and a 
wide range of groups, with diversity of 
strength/fragility, study/worship, size, location, 
attached to a church/freestanding.  On the 
basis of their report:

� The committee commissioned a Mapping 
exercise of PCN-friendly churches, with a 
view to promoting the Network, expanding 
the membership and signposting enquirers to 
places of worship.  Brian Wilson was 
appointed to research through the 
membership and other churches; with the 
assistance of the Administrator, the Map is 
now on the PCN website

� The PCN website was developed to include 
local group information, each updated by 
Group Conveners

� Regional clusters of groups were identified, in 
particular in Leeds, Sheffield and Exeter, some 
of which have hosted regional events

� There has been a consistent organic growth 
of local groups, as new members seek people 
to meet with face to face

� Awareness of PCN Britain has been 
promoted at national denominational 
conferences (Lambeth, Methodist, General 
Assembly URC) with a view to putting the 

Network on the map and increasing 
membership

� Some local groups have been resourced 
through visits from Hugh Dawes, Jill Sandham 
and more recently by John Churcher, who is 
available to nurture and support new groups 
as well as speak at existing groups

� Local groups are also resourced and 
advertised through the quarterly newsletter

� Philip Goodwin is developing a collection of 
materials, which local groups have found 
helpful, planned to be available on the 
website.

3 Administrative support to sustain the 
network

Vision
To administer the network efficiently and 
effectively in relation to:

- membership, including signposting new 
members to local groups

- requirements as a charity
- publicity and marketing
- events management
- finance and fundraising.
These tasks were fulfilled by members of the 
committee in a voluntary capacity to a greater 
or lesser extent.  The size of the network made 
sustaining this unmanageable.

Action
The committee recruited first Helen Atkinson, 
and then Olivia McLennan as Administrator for 9 
hours per week, working from home base.  
Olivia has worked an additional maximum of 3 
hours since April 2008 in order to develop and 
manage the PCN website.  She undertakes the 
following tasks:
� Membership: correspondence, renewal, new 

members
� Sales of books
� Bookings for events, in particular the Spong 

tour 2007
� Routine queries
� Website development and management
� Minuting of meetings, servicing the 

committee.

Resourcing
PCN continues to run on a very low budget.  In 
order to resource the above activities, the 
committee raised the membership tariff to an 
average of �30 per person from 2006.  
There has continued to be significant generous 
voluntary resourcing in time from members of 
the committee (in particular those named above 
in the specific areas referred to, and the chair 
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and secretary for ongoing maintenance and 
development).
In order to expand or develop the network 
further, eg by employing more people/increasing 
the administrative hours, revenue would need to 

be generated, either by increasing the 
membership tariff (currently our only source of 
income, save a small amount through sales) or 
through applications for grant funding for specific 
pieces of work.

Time to renew your membership!
PCN membership runs from January to 
December. So now is the time to renew 
yours for 2009. Included with this newsletter 
you will find a new affiliation form for next 
year (as well as the strategy consultation 
response form). Please try and fill it in and 
return it as soon as you get this newsletter -
and before it gets lost in Christmas! If you do 
by any chance mislay it over the holiday 
period, you should be able to find a copy as a 
pdf on the website in the Membership 
section.
If you chose to pay by standing order last 
year, then your renewal will be automatic. If 
you have not yet set up a standing order, 
please do consider doing so this year. By this 
method, you can spread payment of the 
membership fee over the year in monthly or 
quarterly instalments. Otherwise send a 
cheque, which can only be paid in one annual 
instalment. If you can�t remember whether 
you renewed by standing order or not, then 
email or write to Olivia, and she will tell you!
If you do use standing order and none of 
your personal details on the form have 
changed, you don�t need to fill the whole 
form in. But it would help us be sure of your 
intentions if you could return it nevertheless 
with your name and address, and a note at 

the bottom saying �standing order already set 
up�.
The committee has decided to maintain the 
fee at �30 per person for 2009 � the same as 
in 2006, 2007 and 2008. As for last year, if 
members feel that they have a limited 
income, for instance if they are in receipt of 
benefit, then they can pay a minimum fee of 
�15, and receive all the benefits of full 
membership. And for those members who 
want to support the growth and 
development of the Network by paying 
more than �30, they are invited to make an 
additional donation of �15, and pay a total of 
�45. This way we can raise an average of �30 
per member, and set our budget accordingly.
We leave it to your own judgement to 
decide what you pay, and this of course 
remains confidential to the secretary and the 
administrator. Donations continue to be 
very welcome � if you can afford more than 
�15, but less than �30, then please send that.
And whatever you determine you can pay, 
do please rejoin. Numbers count, if we want 
people to hear and to take seriously the 
Progressive Christian voice.
Olivia looks forward to receiving your 
membership renewal.

Jill Sandham, Secretary
Olivia McLennan, Administrator

News from Local Groups
Bolton
(Jim Hollyman 01204 456050
jimhollyman@pcnbritain.org.uk)
Currently we are studying Adrian B. Smith�s 
�Tomorrow�s Christian� - ISBN 1 903816 97 1 -
published by O Books at �9.99. 
We will meet next at 121 Junction Road, Bolton, 
BL3 4NF on Wednesday, 21st January 2009 at 
10.00.am till about 11.30.am when we will use 
chapters 16 and 17 as our starting points. The 
following meeting will be on Wednesday 18th 
March. 

If you are in the area and feel like joining us - just 
turn up on the day - or, if you prefer, let Jim 
Hollyman know you hope to be there. The 
coffee will be good (Fairtrade of course!) - and 
the discussion will be lively! 
Coventry and Warwickshire
(Eric Johnson 024 7630 3712
eric.johnson@pcnbritain.org.uk)
About a dozen of us meet every six weeks or so 
in Rugby and we have a programme covering a 
wide range of topics which are usually 
introduced by one of our members, followed by 
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a varied and free discussion. A slot for �worship� 
in its broadest sense is also included. We are a 
mix of plain-clothes clergy and lay people from 
several denominations. Meetings are mostly but 
not always at Horizon House, 28 Cromwell 
Road, Rugby, CV22 5YL at 7.30 p.m.
We are currently finalising the 2009 programme 
which should be on the PCN Britain website by 
early in the New Year. It will include evenings on 
The God Problem with Adrian Smith, Eco-
congregations; Greenbelt; Faith into action: is 
PCN more than a talking shop?; what does 
evolution tell us about God?; and questions 
about healing. We also plan to have 
opportunities to look and listen to some videos 
by Jack Spong and Matthew Fox as catalysts for 
conversations.

Edinburgh
(Mary McMahon 0131 441 3337
mary.mcmahon@pcnbritain.org.uk)
We have been getting used to our new venue in 
the Gillis Centre, a former seminary and school, 
and have welcomed a few new members this 
session. During autumn we have enjoyed a varied 
programme including a discussion about 
progressive Christianity focussed on the eight 
points of the PCN logo, then a presentation 
from Jim Mein who is to be one of our speakers 
at the Spring conference, and in November a 
workshop entitled �What shall we tell the 
children? in which we looked at a couple of the 
lessons from �Jesus and his Kingdom of Equals� 
(reviewed in a recent PCN newsletter). This is a 
book we felt was on the right track for avoiding 
teaching children things they will later have to 
unlearn.
At the final meeting before Christmas � on 8th

December- we plan to discuss a chapter from 
�Tomorrow�s Christian�, before partaking of a 
little �seasonal refreshment!�
In the New Year our plans are:
Tues 27th Jan (in Christ Church centre): A talk by 
Rev John Weir Cook ��Welcome to my world of 
doubt�
Mon 23rd Feb (in the Braid Centre, Morningside): 
John Bell ��Words and Music for Tomorrow�s 
Christian� (Tickets �5)
Mon 30th March (in the Gillis Centre) A talk by 
Bishop Bob Halliday � �Jesus� sense of humour�
As always meetings are open to all.  Everyone is 
welcome.

Exeter
(Liz Vizard 01392 668859
liz.vizard@pcnbritain.org.uk)
In January we shall be continuing our series on 
the eight points of PCN Britain, led by Rev Iain 

McDonald. These will be interspersed with 
sessions by Rev Anthony Freeman on �Whatever 
Next? Christian attitudes to life after death�. The 
first of these will be on January 25th.
Gloucestershire
(Frank Godfrey 01452 533825
fragod@blueyonder.co.uk)
We are still working through the "Saving Jesus" 
DVD and finding our discussions very helpful. 
(Don't know how we will all respond to the next 
- rather strange � �resurrection� sermon!)
We made a group visit to a local mosque where 
we  were welcomed very  warmly, learning a 
great deal about our neighbours, afterwards 
meeting for soup and sandwiches  and further 
reflection. We are still meeting on the first 
Saturday afternoon of the month.

Hampshire Local Groups
(Martin Godfrey 023 8076 6312
m.godfrey212@btinternet.com) 
The A27 Book Club is currently discussing Lloyd 
Geering�s Christianity Without God. They meet 
on fourth Tuesday mornings at various locations 
between Romsey and Fareham. The Solent Coast 
Group is discussing a somewhat less radical book 
� Hilary Wakeman�s Saving Christianity. They 
normally convene on the first Monday evening in 
Barton-on-Sea but occasionally vary the day and 
location. 
A group that used to meet in Havant has now 
relocated to Southsea. Two members who 
attended a series of talks by the Dalai Lama in 
Nottingham are sharing their experiences with 
the aid of DVDs. The meetings are normally on 
the last Thursday afternoon.
A fourth monthly group meets on third Tuesday 
mornings at various locations between Odiham 
and South Harting. This autumn they have been 
tussling with the perplexing question of �What is 
Truth?� 
A fifth group focuses on Spirituality and gets 
together less regularly than the others. It met 
recently in Southampton for an evening of 
Chinese culture in company with some liberal 
minded friends who had visited various places in 
China including Tibet. 
The five Hampshire groups are linked through 
the Hampshire Hub, a database of people living in 
and around the county who have a common 
interest in exploring religious thought and 
expression from an open non-dogmatic 
standpoint. The quarterly newsletter advertises 
various local and national events, courses and 
web sites of interest to the 80+ people on the 
list. For example, in November alone, the local 
events included open meetings of the Scientific 
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and Medical Network in New Milton and 
Winchester, South Central Christians in Science, 
South Hampshire Humanists, and the
Southampton Interfaith Link.
We hope that progressive Christians from 
elsewhere in Central Southern England will join 
us on Saturday 9th May next year for a Day 
Conference in Southampton led by Adrian Smith.

London, Herne Hill
Ted Offerman 020 8852 7063
edward.offerman@btinternet.com
We continue to meet every four to six weeks. 
Numbers through the autumn have been a bit 
lower than previously; many members have full 
diaries. However we have been having lively and 
thoughtful conversation as we work our way the 
PCN Britain-inspired new publication �Together 
in Hope�, concentrating on the questions raised 
by the authors at the end of each chapter. New 
members are always welcome at the group. We 
meet at 7.45 pm for 8 at St Faith�s Vicarage, 62 
Red Post Hill SE24 9JQ. Our first meeting of the 
new year is on Thursday 15th January 2009.

Mid-Hertfordshire
(Diana Reddaway.
dianakreddaway@ntlworld.com)
Hertfordshire Group continues to meet at the 
Backhouse Room, Handside Lane, Welwyn 
Garden City.  The meetings begin at 4 p.m. and 
finish at 5 p.m., followed by informal discussion 
over coffee.  The programme for January 24th

and February 28th will have sessions taken by 
Nick Heap and John Paull. The March 22nd

meeting will be taken by Ian Lawton, Minister of 
Christ Community Church, Spring Lake, 
Michigan.

North Derbyshire and Sheffield
(John Simmonds 01246 251599
john.simmonds@pcnbritain.org.uk)
Most of the group�s members enjoyed a great 
day with Don Cupitt at CRC in November. We 
are continuing with Living the Questions 2 and 
enjoying it immensely.  New people are enquiring 
about the group. We are looking forward to 
2009 with hope!

North Lincolnshire
(John Sharp 01472509857
john.sharp@pcnbritain.org.uk)

As our numbers have increased, we can no 
longer fit comfortably into any of our living-
rooms.  We have, therefore, with some 
reluctance, decided to split into two sub-groups 
on a geographical basis.  One group will meet in 
the Lincoln area and one in the North East 
Lincolnshire area.  We will still both meet on a 

monthly basis and will remain in close contact 
with each other.  In the new year, the two 
groups will be following a parallel course, based 
on �Living the Questions 2�, so that we will have 
the option of attending each others� meetings, 
perhaps if we have been unable to get to our 
own on a particular occasion or if we want the 
alternative stimulus of the other group�s 
perspective.  On a quarterly basis, because we 
want to be sure that we continue to enjoy the 
benefits of the friendships already forged, we 
expect to have joint meetings at the Unitarian 
Church in Lincoln.  These will normally be a 
sharing of interesting areas of discussion which 
have arisen from our exploration of �Living the 
Questions�, but we are also interested in inviting 
speakers to visit us.  The success of the group 
reflects the need of our members to explore 
their thoughts and feelings in a non-censorious, 
receptive atmosphere and we are only too 
willing to extend this opportunity to other 
enquirers who wish to get in touch.

North Somerset
(Brian WJG Wilson 01934 876940
brian@bwjgw.plus.com)
We have entered our second year with a regular 
membership of about twelve. This may seem a 
small number, but we have all valued the trust 
and open-ness of a small group. We have 
welcomed occasional guests and would be 
delighted to have new members, but we believe 
that if numbers get above about fifteen, we 
would probably have to split. But in many ways 
this would be a sign of strength, not weakness. 
We reached a broad agreement on how for the 
time being we would like to proceed in our 
monthly meetings, and at present there is no 
wish to increase the frequency.  We have
deliberately avoided an over-structured 
programme or choice of topics � flexibility and 
individuality are the keynote.  There is no great 
enthusiasm yet for a fixed programme such as 
LTQ � the cost is one off-putting feature. We 
welcome individual Faith Stories, as and when 
someone feels ready to offer theirs. We seek to 
avoid having a formal leadership - each meeting is 
led (and chaired) by whoever introduces the 
subject. Opinion is divided on whether to start 
and/or finish with a prayer. 
The 2008/2009 programme began with a shared 
meal and open discussion.  Subjects already 
covered or planned for the current programme 
include:  Prayer, a Faith Story, A Musical Soiree, 
Poetry (Beauty is Truth), The Soul, and Christian 
Humanism.  Suggested topics for future sessions 
include: Myth � its power and function; What do 
I/we mean by �God�?; The state of the Church of 
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England; Current anxieties;  favourite paintings 
(as per Faith in the Frame); Books I/we have 
found interesting; Eternal Life; The Church and 
its attitude to current issues such as : 
Materialism, Pacifism, Energy & the Planet, 
Violence, Values.  

West Midlands group
(Anna Barnsley 01902 701713 
annabarnsley611@hotmail.com)
The group is continuing to grow with about a 
dozen at a meeting. We're finding �The 
Thoughtful Guide To Faith� a good source of 
discussion material. The next meetings are on 
Wednesday 3rd Dec 7.30 pm at 4 Paradise Lane, 
Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0DS on Christmas,
and Wed 4th Feb 2009, 7.30 pm at 11 Rectory 
Road, Stourbridge, DY8 2HA, on Evangelism. 
All welcome. Coffee & biscuits provided!

Yorkshire - Leeds
(Sandra Griffiths 0113 258 2652
sandra.griffiths@pcnbritain.org.uk
We meet twice a month: 
1. The main meetings (usually of 20+) are on the 
second Saturday morning of the month, 10-12, 
with coffee/tea from 9.30, at Chapel Allerton 
Methodist Church, Chapel Allerton, Leeds.  On 
13th December, Dr Edward Echlin, a former 
Jesuit priest and Honorary Research Fellow in 
Theology at a Leeds College, will speak about 
�Climate Change, a Christian response�. On 10th

January we will have a talk by one of our 
members and discussion on �What can 
Christians learn from the Philosophers?�, while 
on 14th February another member will speak 
about industrial mission. We have a small mobile 
library at our main meetings, with books on loan 
or donated by members, occasionally bought, 
which has proved quite popular. 

2. A small evening discussion group meets on the 
first Wednesday of the month, 7.30-9.30, with 
coffee/tea about 9 in a home setting. Currently, 
and until June 2009 we will be looking at a 
chapter of Adrian B Smith�s book Tomorrow�s 
Faith (O Books, ISBN 1 905047 17-7) and 
discussing that particular topic. It is not 
necessary to have bought the book or to have 
read the relevant chapter.
New faces are always welcome. For further 
details about any of the above, including venues 
and directions, please contact Sandra Griffiths, as 
above.

And a new group, we hope, for 
North East London
Hazel Day writes:
We are interested in forming a local group in 
the area of Walthamstow, Woodford and 
Chingford in North East London. Interested 
readers are asked to contact Anne Sardeson 
(tel. 020 88509 2205, or email 
revanne.el@virgin.net) or Hazel (tel. 020 8805 
9465, or email dhazel@waitrose.com Please 
tell us where you live and can be contacted as 
this may help in deciding on a venue for 
meetings. We will then arrange a meeting to 
discuss the best way forward.

Members of the committee are very enthusiastic 
for new groups to be formed across the country, 
and keen to give all the support we can so that 
this can happen. Groups play a key part in our 
supporting open Christian understanding and 
people who share that view of faith.
If you are keen to get a PCN Britain going in 
your area, please email us at the 
info@pcnbritain.org.uk or write to us. We can 
offer you names of members in your area, and 
other forms of help too.

Our Fourth Annual General Meeting
Saturday 22nd November at St Agnes, North Reddish
St Agnes�s, just outside of Manchester, proved a 
fabulous setting for our annual meeting. It was 
stimulating and exciting and it felt really good to 
be in a place where a progressive understanding 
of faith was quite newly arrived, yet was plainly 
really valued. 
As one long-standing local resident and member 
of the congregation said as she welcomed us and 
made us feel at home: �All my life I�ve been told 
in church what I�ve got to believe. Now I�m being 
allowed to think for myself.�

Everything about the place spelt �welcome�: the 
greetings on arrival; the physical warmth of the 
building on a very 
cold Manchester morning; the delicious lunch, 
the work of Clive Larsen, the vicar, with his team 
of supporters; the spiritual richness and diversity 
of the �Sacred Space� which some of us had 
opportunity to spend a few minutes in; the 
inclusion of so many voices and such a lot of 
variety in the concluding worship we joined in. 
Lunch
It was good to hear from a presentation shared 
by several members of St Agnes�s of what was 
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going on there now, and how people were being 
drawn to it. Two �Saving Jesus� courses were 
going on concurrently, because there were just 
too many to fit into one, drawing in a mix of 
local people and also those from further afield. 
Food and fellowship plainly served as ways in to 
openness and honesty - and feature in all areas of 
the church�s life. I would have liked very much to 
share in their Sunday worship the next day - and 
hope on another occasion I might!
The only cause of regret, sadly, is that more 
people didn�t take the opportunity to come. We 
work very hard at PCN Britain to ensure that we 
are not a London-centric organisation - and are 
not seen as one. Moving the AGM around is one 
way of saying that clearly. And with a large 
number of members within easy transport reach 
(public or personal) of Manchester, we were 
hoping for a big turnout. 
You don�t know what you missed - though I 
hope I�ve managed to give enough of a hint to 
make you wish you had been there!
We did manage, in amidst such richness, to �do 
the business�. In the morning at the Annual 

General Meeting, John Churcher, Duncan Craig, 
Sandra Griffiths, Anne Padget, Philip Goodwin 
and Brian Wilson were elected onto the 
Management Committee.  Duncan is the new 
PCN Treasurer; Anne is vice chair of the Centre 
for Radical Christianity in Sheffield, and will be a 
very helpful in forging closer links between the 
two organisations.  Thanks were expressed to 
Monty Lynds, who has held the role of treasurer 
over the last few years, and also to Alan Powell, 
who has encouraged and co-ordinated the 
growth of local groups - both of whom have 
stepped down from the Committee.  
The afternoon of the AGM was spent reviewing 
the strategy of the organisation, and considering 
its future direction.  You too have an 
opportunity to comment (see pages 1 and 2). 
Please complete and return the enclosed 
response sheet by January 5th. All responses will 
be considered at the Committee�s mid-January
planning meeting.

Hugh Dawes

Snapshots of a day












